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MEMORANDUM FOR TEE RECORD 


vp o T ' • 

* It W.». • 


Gaither (?V Stewart 


SUBJECT: ■ My trip to the Hague, December 2-3? 1 9 6 5 


I spent two days in the Hague visiting the headquarters of the 
International Documentation and Information Center (INTERDOC), Van 
Stolkweg 10, ’s Gravenhage. First, a few notes on this organization. 


The purpose of INTERDOC is: "to promote a better and wider knowledge 

of East-West problems -- in particular the East-West coni rontat ion 
t h rough the exchange of documentat ion and information. (Attached is a 
pamphlet describing the organization and activities of INTERDOC.) I 
am familiar with the organizat ion 1 s branches in Munich and the Hague and, 
later this week, I will visit INTERDOC, U.K. in London. The people I 
have met who are members of INTERDOC include Dr. Claus Kernig in Freiburg, 
Bob Hindersin. in Hamburg, N. von Grote in Munich, and Messrs C. C. van den 
Heuyal, INTERDOC 1 s Director in the Hague, and his deputy, Herman Mennes. 
There appear to be many organizations throughout Europe which are 
associated with INTERDOC. One of these is the Centro di Studi e Richerche 
sui Problemi Economico-Soc iali (CESES), an organization with whom v/e are 
in contact with. Also, an organization with which I became familiar about 
four years ago, Union Kondiale Europeens, is also associated with 

INTERDOC. 

INTERDOC is interested in opening a branch office in the United 
States. Mr. van den Heuval will travel to the States in April to establish 
contacts. Hi He is already acquainted with Frank Barnett of the National 


s e gk in °* 

Strategy Information Center but is isEkxi-xgxihi suggestions for other 
contacts as well. 

T iz. cj rj "p g t 

I spoke at great length wither Sin van den Heuval, and Mennes, and 
Mr. J. R. G. Verreijdt of Inter Press.. I will summarize below the main 
points of my talks with these . gentlemen. 

1. INTERDOC will assist us with contacts in Sweden, Switzerland and 
Denmark. (Attached is a complete list of names and addresses of- 


sfc k 6 ' /r?/9 - £&/>£ S CS finny 


? r) ^/- — c* O 


V 


, contacts given to me by Messrs, van den Heuval and Mennes.) 

. 

2. They have a close working relationship with the National Union of 

Students of the Netherlands and ihn with- the Netherlands Youth 

Association, the Dutch affiliate of WAY. In fact, Har munxManaas}:. 

* 

* < 

Mr. Mennes is a member of the board of the National Union of Students 

and is in charge of a training program for a select groups of students. 

He was training them for the World Youth Festival which was to have 

taken place in Algiers this year; now he will continue to train, them 

for the next youth festival. This will be interesting for us to 

follow up .an We are establishing ins indirect contact with an' 

increasing number of student groups in many xuropuan countries. 

5- (a) The Netherlands section in Leiden of the International Student 

Travel Agency sponsors two trips a year to the Soviet Union with about 

/ b \ 

50 to 40 students each time. 'The student exchange sponsors various 
study gxs trips to the Soviet Union. At the present time, a group of 
60 economics students from the University of Rotterdam are parricipat ing 
in a three or four week study tour in Moscow. (They will be contacted 
upon their return.) (c) There are meetings between Dutch and Soviet 
students at conferences in Western Europe. (d) Various Soviet dele- 
gations go to Holland throughout the year. 

4 . Mennes has contacts also with a Ukrainian named Kuschpeta who lectures 
at the University of Tilburg and with a certain Dutchman who resides 

at a monastery at Voorburg. 'The latter gentlemen trained at the Russicum 
in Rome. He speaks Russian and travels frequently in the Soviet Union. 

He also in u in charge of" an estimated 200 Russian women who married 
Dutchmen and who presently live, in Holland. 

5. I made arrangements with Mennes to do maixg regular mailings from the 

Hague under the- name of something like, the Netherlands Literary 

Club. We will furnish addresses, titles, and a short letter to accompany 


each book. The mailings will be from a private address in the Haugu Hague. 


6. Marines, who was horn in Indonesia, maintains an interest in that 
country and is distributing various kinds of// literature to Indo- 
nesian students. He has some uarxk sort of sauri courrier service 
to Djakarta and a group of students at the University there distribute 


the materials. He is willing. to distribute the Paris Bloc Journal 


in the same manner. • We are gnintsx going to try this for. a while 
and see how it w orks. 

7* Mennes introduced me to Mr. J. R. G. Verreijdt who is the / reprenentat iv 

' j 

for Inter Press in the Hauge . Inter Press, whose headquarters are in 
Rome, is run by a Dutchman, Dr. Hahn, and an Italian, Dr. Savio. 

» 

Although it is not publicized, inter Press in sponsored by the Inter- 
national Union of Christian Democrats. Its principle activities ase 
at the present time seem. to be in Latin America. Their offices in the 
Hague, Rome, and Santiago de Chile are / connected by telex. Inter 
Pres, Rome, telexes feature akiuiu articles daily to its Ank Santiago 
office, / Y/hich in turn, sends the articles by wire service to some, 

300 leading Latin American newspapers. The Santiago office sends 
background materials to the Eurusn European branches. Mr. Verreijdt 
'' said that he was willing to take one of our feature articles each week 
and vjould distribute them through Inter Press to these same Latin 
American papers. This would mean a tremendous increase in our dis- 
tribution and all free of charge if this works out. In exchange for 
furnishing them with our articles, they will make available to us. the 
background materials they receive from Latin America. Our articles 
will be airmailed to the Hauge each Tuesday afternoon. They will 

be telexed from the Haugu Hague to Rome and from Rome to Santiago and 
should be received by the newspapers by Wednesday or Thursday of each 


e 


We will forward the first feature articles on Wednesday, December 8. 


week . 
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Conservatives in- Sweden) , Tel.: 00/56.28.82 
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ggnian, Tornavagen • > , Lund ( IHPOHH) 
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ny astroin , 
Tel.: 22.A6.20 


Hogbergs tgt . 30 A, Stockholm ( Jernkontoro t ) 


C o n t acts i n 3 v i t z e r I and 


1. Or. .Peter Sager 


Sehveizerisches Os t-Ins ti tut , Jubilaunstr . 41, Bern, Tel.': 27769 
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Graf 
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v/ahret die Freiheit", Postfach, Zurich 54, Tel.: 27*10. 
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ontaccs m 


Denmark 


1. Mr. NT. ANA Svendsen*, Jaegersborgve j 3, Mgs . Lyngby (Prihed Op; Polices tyre) 
2 . Mr . B . Holmcraard , Inf ormat i on , Kor. »"en 3 made /i0 , Copenhagen 


p. Mr. H. Jensen, Landesor janisationen Demokratisk Alliance, 
Postbox 12, Kgs. Lyngby , Tel.: 01/67/27/73 


(*0ffice in 


Copenhagen : 


c/o Mr. F. Nielsen 
Rosenvaengets Alio . 1 
Copenhagen 0 - tel.: 0bro 
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INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTATION AND INFORMATION CENTRE 


( INTERDOC ) 


Van Stolkweg 10 - The Hague - Holland 

Tel: (070) 5^2703 
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I 

HISTORY 

A meeting took place In the autumn of 1957 in the South of 
France between a French and a German group* composed of 

representatives of science* industry* press and the Aimed 

« 

Forces* who* A tltre prlve '* wished to discuss East-West 
problems* especially In regard to the new Communist challenge i 
peaceful coexistence. 

In the autumn of 1958 * Dutch group of similar composition and 
with the same interests Joined the others. During the following 
years a tendence became apparent In the dlsoussioas to aim at 
more concrete, practical points* In particular In regard to 
the Increasing East-West confrontation. It also became Increasingly 
clear that a solution to the new challenge could net be found In 
a negative anti -Communism* but that a more positive antl-Cemmunlsm 
was required* which would Involve a closer examination of the 
basic values of the West* and their dissemination In the 
Communist world and In the developing countries. 

The tendency towards a mere practical appreaoh to certain 

- * 

problems also created the need for a centre of documentation and 
information for the groups from the various oeuntrles. This 
Idea gradually took shape and In February 1963* was finally 
realized. 

II 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of Interdoo is: to promote a better and wider knowledge 

of Bast- West problems - In particular the East-West confrontation - 
through the exchange of documentation and Information. 



* 
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III 

HAIH TASKS' 

1. Documentation 

A. Main subjects; 

a. East- West relations ; 

/ 

b. the various implications of East- West contacts; 

o. international and national Communist activities, 
in particular psychological action; 

d. efforts in the Free World to promote a better and 
wider knowledge of basis Western values; 

e. efforts in the Free World to oppose national and 
International Communist activities} 

f . East-West confrontation in the Third World. 

B. Contents t 

The documentation centre contains an index system (also 
indicating material outside the Interdoc documentation), 
a library, a collection of periodicals, a collection of 
speolal reports, documents etc. and documentation regarding 
institutes engaged in the study of, or information oenoeming 
East- West problems. 

* 

2. Information 

A. Interdoc is a clearing house for documentation and 
Information on the subjeots mentioned above. 

Interdeo regards it to be its special task to provide 
information to those; 

a. who are well placed to introduce Western ideas into the 
Communist world; 

b. who are actually Involved In East-West contacts; 

o. who are particularly exposed to the Communist 
psychological approach; 

d. who are in a position to promote effective resistance 
to Communist psychological action. 
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B. Periodical publications t 

a. Notes on Communist and Cmaminist-spensored activities 
as reported by Communist Sources 

(weekly, also In Frenoh); 

b. Spiegel der koaraunistiaohen wlssensohaftlich- 
politieohen Publlzlstik 

(monthly, also In English and in Prenoh); 

e. Religious life la Communist countries 
(monthly, also In German and Prenoh); 

d, Beltrage zur payhhopolitischen Lags der 
europa isohen Ostblooklander 
(quarterly, only In Oenaan); 

e, The activities of Communist World Organisations 
(quarterly, only In English); 

f , Interdoc Information Bulletin 
(quarterly, mainly English, partly Oenaan ). 

C. Special publications t 

Interdoc publishes a number of brochures on subjects 
related to the East-Wast confrontation. 

It also promotes publications through Its associate 
connections . 

IV 

USE OP DOCUMENTATION AND 

INFORMATION MATERIAL 

Material Is sent to institutions and Individuals In various 
countries, notably to; 

1. Institutes for the study of East-West problems; 

2. Official departments dealing with East-West affairs; 

3. International companies; 

4. Organisations of employers; 

5. Trade-unions; 

6. Student organisations; 

7. Daily papers and periodicals; 

8. Political parties; 

9. Staff-colleges. 


y 
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V 

NATIONAL CENTRES 

Interdoe aims at performing Its tafcks by oooperatlen with 
national centres in the various countries in which it has 
associate connections. 

The three main national centres are In the Federal Republic of 
Qermany, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom, respectively j 

1* Vereln zur Erforsehung soslal-polltisoher Verhflltnisse e.V. , 
Mflnohenj 

2. Stlehtlng veor onderzoek van eeelegisohe vraagstukken. 

Den Haagi 

3* Interdoc-U.K., London. 

The beards of the national centres usually have as members 
representatives of science, industry, press and Armed Forces. 

Apart from these national centres Interdoc maintains contacts 
with institutions and individuals in various ether countries 
mainly in the Western World. 


VI 

INTERNATIONAL MEET. I NOS 

Interdoc having been itself the result of international meetings. 

It has— since its foundation in 1963— promoted them and has 
taken over their organisation. They are held twloe a years, and 
for some time the main theme has been East- West confrontation. 

Various aspects of this problem have been treated, but it is felt — 
because of the great importance of this subject— that a much 
dearer insight and a wider knowledge are necessary. International 
conferences are regarded by Interdoc as very useful meaasto that end. 


Interdoe has a board and an advisory-oonnnittee* in whieh 
the main national centres are represented. 

It has a director* a deputy director and a small staff. 

Die of flee Is In Hie Hague In the Netherlands. 

The necessary finances are provided by those associated 
national centres which are prepared to spend a part of their 
budget on this International effort. 


